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he were to venture on the Goa enterprise, vessels and cargo
would run risks. He might be killed himself, and then what
would become of the undertaking?

Albuquerque was getting tired of arguing with Diogo
Mendes. The time to sail for Malacca, said he, was in April;
meanwhile the royal service demanded Diogo Mendes' fleet.
He, Albuquerque, was prepared to take the whole responsi-
bility upon himself and refund the King and merchants
should the former disapprove. If any of the ships were lost,
the Governor would supply others, and if, as was suggested,
Diogo Mendes himself came to grief, Albuquerque added
ather crushingly, there would not lack another Diogo
Mendes! The latter was persuaded in the end, and the
Governor told him he should consider himself fortunate in
having the chance to assist in such glorious work!

At the last moment, when Albuquerque thought he would
really get away, there arrived a desperate appeal from the
Rajah of Cochin. His cousin wished to oust him from the
kingdom, would the Governor come to the rescue?

Whatever happened, Cochin must not be upset; the
pepper must go home! Albuquerque rushed down the coast
and straightened matters out in a flying visit. It was not a
difficult task. He arrived and asked what all the fuss meant,
He waved his sword about and made some threatening
speeches. " Tell your cousin from me he must be off at
once/' he said, " or I shall send him to the galleys!", where-
upon that princeling faded away. Albuquerque patted the
Rajah on the head, so to speak, told him to please the King
of Portugal and not to worry about anybody else, gave him
his blessing, and so left for Cannanore and Goa.

After all, Albuquerque did not force anyone to accom-
pany him there. Diogo Mendes in the end seems to have
gone quite happily, but Gonfalo de Sequeira and the other
birds of passage preferred to stay and attend to their cargo,
and Duarte de Lemos would not come. He was disgusted
because the mail had brought a letter from the King recalling
him and ordering him to hand his squadron to the Governor